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EU MONITORING NEWSLETTER

EU Monitoring is the new weekly e-newsletter exclusive to CONCORD Members, monitoring the latest news and events from the EU Institutions, and calls for proposals for development NGOs.

This information is a made of copy/paste articles found on the European Union’s websites.

It does not represent CONCORD point of view.
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selected items
Food, Trade and Agriculture

European Commission

EU/Trade Defence - 08/12/08 
(Agence Europe) - The European Commission has just put a proposal for a regulation to the Council to put in place definitive anti-dumping measures against the import of certain citrus fruit products and conserves (mandarins, etc) from the People's Republic of China. On 20 October 2007, the Commission opened an anti-dumping procedure on these products and the investigation found that they were being dumped, thus harming the Community industry. Interim measures were, therefore, introduced by the Commission. The continued investigation confirmed the interim conclusions. In its proposal to the Council, the Commission proposes putting in place definitive measures and the imposition of a definitive duty on the import of the said citrus fruit. (O.L./transl.rt)
MEPs call on EU to ensure global food security - 9/12/08

Amid a drive by the European Commission and liberal countries to cut subsidies to farmers and free up agriculture, MEPs have called for a strong European agricultural policy to be maintained, asking the EU executive to propose the creation of a global food inventory and stocks to ensure food security.
GSP+ extended to 16 countries – 10/12/08

(Agence Europe) - On Tuesday 9 December, the European Commission decided to guarantee 16 developing countries duty-free access to the EU market for around 6,400 tariff lines, as part of the European Union's GSP+ special incentive arrangement for sustainable development and good governance. Thus, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Georgia, Guatemala, Honduras, Mongolia, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, Sri Lanka and Venezuela will, in addition to the standard Generalised System of Preferences (GSP), benefit from GSP+ status from 1 January 2009 until the end of 2011. (...) For further information: assistant@concordeurope.org
Commission to recover € 528.5 million of CAP expenditure from the Member States - 11/12/08 (FR) (DE)
A total of € 528.5 million of EU farm money unduly spent by Member States will be claimed back as a result of a decision adopted by the European Commission. The money returns to the Community budget because of inadequate control procedures or non-compliance with EU rules on agricultural expenditure. Member States are responsible for paying out and checking expenditure under the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), and the Commission is required to ensure that Member States have made correct use of the funds.
Promotion of EU agricultural products outside the EU - 12/12/08 (FR) (DE)
The European Commission has approved measures to provide information on, and to promote agricultural products in third countries. Member States submitted 30 programmes to the Commission to be examined. The 11 programmes that have been accepted are from Germany, Greece, France, Italy, Cyprus, Bulgaria, Spain and Ireland. They are targeted at Russia, Ukraine, China, Japan and North America. The products covered are wine, fruit and vegetables, meat, dairy products and PDO and organic products. The EU contribution is € 17.8 million (50% of the total budget of the programmes).

European Parliament

Global food security: more European initiatives needed - 9/12/08 (FR) (DE)
The EP Agriculture Committee called on Monday for “immediate and continuous action” to ensure global food security. It believes the aid of EUR 1 billion that the EU has decided to give to developing countries should be accompanied by fresh investment in agriculture and it calls for mechanisms to be set up to ensure that sufficient global food stocks are available.
MEPs probe reasons behind world food crisis - 11/12/08 (FR) (DE) (ES)
Tipping the scales: the value and price of food is a source of sharp debate

The world is facing "an acute food crisis". That was the verdict of a report adopted by MEPs in the Agriculture Committee on 8 December. We spoke about the issues involved to Irish MEP Mairead McGuinness who wrote the report and Portugal's Luis Manuel Capoulas Santos who drafted prior reports on Europe's agriculture policy.

FAO
8.7 million North Koreans need food assistance - 08/12/08 (FR) (IT) (ES)
Around 40 percent of the population of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK), an estimated 8.7 million people, mostly young children, pregnant and nursing women and the elderly, will urgently need food assistance because of an expected cereals deficit in the coming months, FAO and the World Food Programme (WFP) said in a joint report today.

Number of hungry people rises to 963 million - 9/12/08 (FR) (IT) (ES)
High food prices to blame – economic crisis could compound woes 

Another 40 million people have been pushed into hunger this year primarily due to higher food prices, according to preliminary estimates published by FAO today. This brings the overall number of undernourished people in the world to 963 million, compared to 923 million in 2007 and the ongoing financial and economic crisis could tip even more people into hunger and poverty, FAO warned.
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